2 


/ 7 IHE . 20. 
A F" Da: 
LL 


AGAINST 


SELF-MURDER. 


PREACHED AT 


SOUTH-AUDLEY-CHAPEL, * 


JANUARY the 12th, 1755. b 
By FRANCIS AYSCOUGH, P. D. 
Rector of North-Church, Hertfordſhire. 


Publiſhed at the Requeſt of ſeveral of the Aupixx ex. 


x E 
P . * 


—  _ ** 
% 


L O N DU 2 


Printed for H. SHT E Cox, in Pater-nofter-Row, 
| M D CCLV. 


* 


a ag Sa Park gh — 6-230 oh LO Mot Uber wane» oh 


IIC M 


„ Rr” een nr „ IE WR—_—— pom war op oy IT 


| 


Jos Chap. xiv. ver. 14. 


All the Days if my appointed Time will J wait, till my Change 
ſhall come. 


HE Book of Jeb (whether it be a real Hiſtory, or 
whether it be only a ſacred, Dramatic Performance) 
_ exhibits to us the nobleſt Example of Patience, Reſig- 
nation, and Submiſſion to the Will of God. 


IT repreſents to us a Man, ſubjected to all the Miſeries and 
Calamities to which human Nature is liable; reduced at once, 
by the Permiſſion of God, and the Malice of Satan, from 
the higheſt State of Grandeur, Affſuence, and Proſperity, to 
the loweſt Degree of Miſery, Poverty, and Pain. 


Tur Suddenneſs of the Stroke adds to the Severity of it. 
Meſſenger arrives, with all poſſible Speed, after Meſſenger, to 
acquaint him, that he was ſpoiled of all his Subſtance, in all 
the various Articles in which the Riches of the Eaſtern Princes 
conſiſted ; and, what was ſtill more grievous, that by one 
Blaſt of a Whirlwind, his Children were all of them deſtroy- 
ed, in the Midſt of their Mirth and Feſtivity. 


NoTHING now remained to him but Life, and that was 
made moſt grievous, and in a manner intolerable, by a pain- 
B ful 


1 


ful and noiſome Diſeaſe, which was inflicted on him, from 
the Crown of his Head, to the Soles of his Feet. 


In the Midſt of his fore Afflictions, his Friends came to 
him, rather to upbraid and reproach, than to comfort and 
ſupport him—and laſtly, his Wife, (like one of the foolith 
Women) full of Impatience and Deſpair, adviſes, and inſti- 
gates him, to deſtroy himſelf to die—and put an End to 
that Being, which was now but a Burthen to him. 


I $HALL not now lay before you the various Anſwers that 


Job makes to his Friends, nor his many humble Expreſſions 
of Submiſſion to the Will of God ; I ſhall, at preſent, only 
take Notice of the pious Reſolution, which ſeems to be 
plainly contained in the Words of my Text ; that, great and 
grievous as his Afflictions were, he would not ſhorten them, 
by any Act of Violence on himſelf; that, though weary of 
Life, and wiſhing for Death, with humble Patience he world 
walt all the Days of his appoi nted Time, until his happy Change 
ſheuld come. 


| From theſe Words, which Mainly lead to the Subject, and 
from the Example of this moſt holy Man, I ſhall take an 
Occaſion to repreſent to you the Guilt, and Heinouſneſs of 
Self-Murder ; a Crime, ſo often, and ſo daringly committed 
among us, as to have made it a Proverb of Reproach to this 
Nation. And I do this the rather, as there have not been 


wanting Men amongſt us, to ſupport and juſtify this Crime. 
As what is there, which ſome Men, in this Age and Nation, 


have not attempted to juſtify ? 


ON 
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| 


- WR 


ESE 


Ox this Occaſion, I ſhall chuſe to make uſe of Chriſtian 


Arguments; for, from the Goſpel, I think, may moſt evident- 


ly appear, the Guilt and Heinouſneſs of this moſt outrageous 
Practice, Other Arguments, I know, have been uſed againſt 
it; but I ſhall not inſiſt on them, where they do not appear to be 


ſtrictly true and concluſive ; for the multiplying Arguments on 
any Occaſion will always have this bad Effect, that when the 


Weaknels of any one Argument 1s plain and apparent, it will 


prejudice Men, and make them blind to the Strength and 


Clearneſs of all the reſt. 


As to the Law of Nature, or that Principle of Self-Pre- 


ſervation and Dread of Death, which is ſo ſtrongly implant- 


ed in us, it ſeems vain to urge it to thoſe, in whom this Prin- 


ciple is entirely extinguiſhed ; who, as Job® expreſſeth it, long for 


Death, and dig for it as for hid Treaſure, 


Bur as this Spirit has been highly extolled and ſpoken of 
by ſome late Authors, as productive of great and heroic Ac- 


tions ; I would juſt obſerve, that if the Fear of Death could 


be totally aboliſhed in the greater Part of Mankind, it would 
make them much worſe than they at preſent are. 


Tun Vigour of all human Laws muſt be deſtroyed, when 
the extremeſt Punithment they could inflict, ſhould be looked 
upon as nothing, and not worth regarding. 


LET it be remembered, that the Moment a Man has thrown 
off all Regard to his own Life, he is Maſter of the Life of 


whomſoever he has a Mind to deſtroy. In a Word, how 


daring and ungovernable would the Wickedneſs of Man- 
7 kind 
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kind be, if the Fear even of tem poral Death was removed 
from them? 


Tux Author of our Nature, who implanted this Principle 
in it, gave it us for wiſe and good Purpoſes ; and the extir- 
pating it, if it could be done, would be of the utmoſt ill Con- 
ſequence to human Affairs. 


I eass by all that has been ſaid by the Philoſophers and 
wiſe Men among the Heathens, in relation to Self-Murder : 
their Opinions on this Point have been various, and con- 
tradictory to each other, and even to themſelves; and, indeed, 
the Opinions of the Heathens, even when they coincide with 
Chriſtianity, are hardly worth producing. It is only holding 
a Candle to the Sun; they are the Opinions of Men only, and 
can give neither Light nor Authority to the Law, which is given 
us by Chriſt from Heaven, To us Chriſtians, 0 us, as St. 
James ſays, there is one Laugiver, who is able to ſave, and to 
defiroy. Let us then look into His Law, into the Precepts and 
Directions He has given us in the Goſpel ; and from thence, 


by the faireſt Reaſonings and Deductions, will _ the hor- 
rid Sinfulneſs of Self-Murder. 


Ir has been ſaid, that in the Goſpel, Suicide, or Sell. Mur- 
der, is no where prohibited or condemned. This has been 
confidently urged by ſome Men, and, I think, too raſhly and 
improperly allowed by others. We have but one Inſtance of 
Suicide in the New Teſtament, and that is of the Traytor Judas 
Iſcariot : a Perſon, whoſe Fate, and whoſe Character, ſhould 
give but little Encouragement to any Chriſtian to imitate him: 
For it is moſt plainly and moſt ſtrongly condemned in Scrip- 
ture. IIe is called in the Goſpel, by St. John f, (and I know 

| not 
James iv. 12. + John vi. 70. | 


1! 
not how he could be called by a worſe Name) a Devi and 


the Son of Perdition v. And in the firſt Chapter of the As 


of the Apoſtles, at the 25th Verſe, after the Account given of 
His violent Death, he is ſaid to have gone, «5 rd Towov Tov idiov, 
to a Place proper and provided for him. This is plain and 
clear ; and 1s not the Inference as plain to all Chriſtians, not 


to follow his Example, leſt they alſo ſhould follow him to 
the Place he is gone to? | 


Andi, will any one ſay, that that is not forbidden by the 
Goſpel, which is ſo directly oppoſite to the Duties and Vartues 
ſo ſtrongly enjoined and recommended in it. Patience under 
Sufferings, Meekneſs in Tribulation, Submiſſion to the Will 
of God ; not only an humble, but a thankful Acceptance of 
whatever ſhall come from Him; is every where taught us in the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and is certamly the proper Demeanour of ſuch 
a Creature as Man is, to his Maker. Now, if we conſider 
the general Cauſes and Occaſions for which Men deſtroy them- 
ſelves, we ſhall find that they act in direct Contradiction to 
the Precepts laid down to them in the Goſpel. The Advo- 
cates for, and the Defenders of Self- Murder do not put the 
Caſe fairly, when they ſuppoſe a Man in the Extremity of 
Miſery and Affliction, I Pi e, an incurable and un- 
ſupportable Diſtemper, and therefore throwing up Life, when 
it can be no longer a Bleſſing to him, or of any Uſe to So- 
ciety. In fact, the Caſe is far otherwiſe with moſt of them, 
who are guilty of this Crime; and, in general, it may be ſaid, 
that the Violence they commit on themſelves, proceeds from 
one of theſe Cauſes or Motives—either a guilty Conſcience— 

C turbulent 


* John xvii. 12. | | 
+ The beſt Commentators on theſe Words agree, that they ſignify the Place 


allotted for Men after this Life. Thus Ignatius ſays, ##a5Tos £5 Tov Tn reh 
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turbulent and unruly Paſſions—diſappointed Pride and Ambi- 
tion—or, laſtly, to avoid that Want and Miſery, which their 
Follies or their Vices have brought on them; and in all theſe 
Caſes, ſurely, Self-Murder may from the Goſpel be made to 
appear highly criminal and ſinful. | 


As to the Firſt, which perhaps is the moſt grievous Caſe, 
that of a guilty Conſcience ; let the Load of Guilt be ever ſo 
great, what ſays our Saviour in the Goſpel? Come unto me 

all ye that are weary, and heavy-laden, and IT will give you 


Ref. 


Mrkcv, unbounded Mercy is offered to every Sin, and 
to every Degree of Guilt, provided it be fincerely re- 
pented of: What then can be ſaid for Men, who inſtead 
of accepting their Pardon, and performing the Conditions 
on which it is moſt graciouſly offered, deſpair of, and deſ- 
piſe the Mercies of God; moſt preſumptuouſly ruſh into 
the Preſence of their Judge, and complete their Iniquity by 
an Act, which cannot be pardoned, becauſe it cannot be re- 
pented of. 


A Circumſtance, duly to be weighed, and deeply to be con- 
ſidered ; for, by the Terms of the Goſpel Covenant, no Sin 
can be remitted, that 1s not repented of : if therefore, this laſt 
Action of a Man's Life ſhould be ſinful, what a Hazard muſt 
he run of his Salvation? I ſay it again, that if Suicide be 
ſinful, whoſoever ſhall thus part with his Soul, muſt loſe it. 
The leaſt Degree of Doubt ought, therefore, to deter every 
one from it. The Silence of Scripture, even if it had been 
abſolutely ſilent on this Occaſion, would not be ſufficient to 
embolden a Man to ſuch an Action. He ſhould be fare and 


certain 
* Mat. xi. 28. 
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certain that it was perfectly lawful and innocent, before he 
dared to commit it: And, I think it impoſſible ſo to pervert 


the Words of Scripture, as to find in them a Juſtification of 
Self- Murder. 


* 


Or this only can we be ſure from Scripture, that it is the 
Duty of every Man to ſubmit to the Will of God, and to 
abide by the Diſpenſations of Providence. 


Ac Alx, as to Violence and unruly Paſſions, are they not 
in themſelves an ? Are they not made fo, by a Man's ſuf- 
fering t 
they have done, they will drive him on the moſt wicked and 
unwarrantable Actions; and though he is then hardly Maſ- 
ter of himſelf, yet he is ſtrictly anſwerable for all the Wic- 


kedneſs he can or ſhall commit. The Fault was originally 
and ſolely in himſelf. | 


UnzuLy Paſſions are the great Sources of all the Evil in 
the World; and therefore we are ſtrictly enjoined by the Law 
of God, to 7 belle and ſubdue them. 


NE1THER can any Man ſay, that it is not in his Power to 
reſtrain them.—Be our Paſſions never ſo violent; let a Man 
but ſteadily and reſolutely ſay to them, as our Saviour ſaith 


to the Waves of the Sea, “ Peace, be ſill, and there will be a 
Calm. 


| Bur if, inſtead of this, Men will looſen the Reins, and 
give themſelves up to the Guidance of their Paſſions, they 
muſt anſwer for all the Conſequences of ſo intemperate and 


irra- 
Mark iv. 39. 


o get the Dominion over him? Which, when 
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irrational a Conduct; which, indeed, is in itſelf an abſolute 
Oppoſition to the Laws both of God and N ature, 


Tuus it happens, that a Man is poſſeſſed with an inordi- 
nate Paſſion, perhaps, for a forbidden Object, without any 
Regard to the Checks of Conſcience, or the Admonitions of 
Reaſon ; he indulges himſelf in it, and ſuffers it to get the 
whole Poſſeſſion of him; and that, even when there is no Poſ- 
ſibility of gratifying it; from that Time it becomes a perpe- 
tual Torment, and renders Life ſo uneaſy to him, that he 
cannot, and will not bear it; and, therefore, with his own 
Hand he n it. 


Ix what manner muſt ſuch a Wretch appear before a God 


of Purity and Juſtice? What can he plead, whoſe whole Ex- 


cuſe is, that one Sin drove him on to the Commiſſion of an- 
other *, 


| Tn vs again, another Man is carried away with Pride and 
Ambition ; perhaps, his Views are blaſted, and his wicked In- 
tentions defeated ; and then, like Ab/alom's Counſellor, when 
his Advice was rejected, He goes home, and hangs himſelf. | 


Bur can any one think that Acbitophels hanging himſelf 


could atone for the Rebellion he engaged in, or that diſap- 


pointed Treaſon could excuſe the Violence he committed on 
inet ? 


> Sy another Perſon may have ſuffered Covetouſneſs, 
and an unbounded Deſire of Riches to have taken ſuch Poſ- 
ſeſlion 


* The noted Author of the Oracles of Reaſon, and the Eſſay on Self- Mur- 
der, is generally ſaid to have entertained a Paſſion for his Wife's en when 
ſhe refuſed to comply with his Deſire, to have ſtabbed himſelf, 


en 
ſeſſion of his Heart, that in the Midſt of Abundance he may 


live in the daily Apprehenſion of Poverty; and the Fear of 
Want at laſt ſo far gets the better of the Fear of Death, that 
to avoid the one, he wilfully brings on the other, 


War can be ſaid of ſuch a one, - but that he manifeſtly 
values his Soul much leſs than his Subſtance, and that his 


Deſtruction 1s owing to that, which God has declared to be | 
the Root of all Evil? 


BesIDEs thei imaginary Ills which Paſſion and Folly may 
bring on Mankind, there may be a great and real Degree of 
Miſery, Affliction and Want, which Men may bring on them- 
ſelves by their Folly, Extravagance, and Vices. But have they 
not brought it on themſelves? My then (as the * Prophet ex- 


preſſes it) does @ living Man complain, a Man for the Puniſoment 
of his Sins? 


Wurd Men have made their 1 miſerable by Wicked: 
neſs, they a are too apt to ſhorten them by Violence. | 


Bur this argues not only an abſolute Diſtruſt of Providence, 
but a moſt preſumptuous Rebellion againſt it. 


May we not ſay to ſuch Men, as the Prophet + Micah does 
to the Children of Mrael, when their Wickedneſs and Idolatry 


had brought on them the Miſery N deſerved; Hear ye now 
the Rod, and who hath appointed it ? 


Tur Miſery ſhould follow upon Wickedneſs, is, in ge- 
neral, appointed by God, the wiſe and righteous Governor 


D of 
* Lam, iii. 39, + Mic, vi. 9. 
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of the World; and he who endeavours to eſcape it, by de- 
ſtroying himſelf, vainly endeavours to ſubvert the Order of 
Cauſes, and the Courſe of Nature: He will only add to his 
Guilt, and increaſe his Miſery; he will find, as our Saviour 


faith of his Self- murdering Diſciple, it * would have been berter 
for him, ibat be has never been born. | 


TukRE may bai indeed, moſt grievous Afffictions, which 
may befal Men, not through their own Default ; but if they 
are true Chriſtians, their Religion will ſupport and ſuſtain 
them. under all of them. As to the Magnanimity of bearing 
up under Afflictions with Spirit and Fortitude, I leave that 
to be celebrated by Poets and Orators, who are apt enough to 
extol and magnify human Virtue beyond what it deſerves. 


Tur leſs pompous, though more cogent Argument of 
Chriſtianity on ſuch Occaſions, is—that we are all of us vile 
and ſinful Creatures—that, let our Afflictions be never fo 
great, they are leſs than we deſerve ; we are, therefore, to 
ſubmit to them, as the juſt Corrections of an all-merciful Fa- 
ther, by which he thinks proper to try our Faith, and our 
Patience; which he will hereafter reward with everlaſting 


— 


How much more Satisfaction is thare in this, than in all the 
Conſolations of Philoſophy, which are generally too airy and 
ſpeculative, to give any Comfort under real Affliction ? 


Wr have hitherto conſidered the general Cauſes and Occa- 
ſions of Self-Murder ; and we may fee plainly, as Chriſtians, 
how ſinful it is, ſince it manifeſtly proceeds from ſome Gif) 
« 


Paſlion, 
Matt. xxvi. 24. . 
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Paſſion, ſuch as the Goſpel of Chriſt hath 'commanded us tb 
mortify and ſubdue, and ,without which we can have no 
_—_— of RE | into the e of PR bs 510 
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Tuska! is nin andthis Seel Argument, which Riedel Ft 
Sinfulneſs of Self-Murder, and that is, that Life is a State of 
Probation, in which God may lay on us what Trials He 
pleaſes ; we are to ſubmit to them as coming from Him,— 
We are not to forſake our Poſts without his Permiſſion, nor to 
quit our Station, until we are called from it by Him, to whom 
alone belong the Iſſues of Life and of Death. This hath 
been acknowledged by the wiſeſt among the Heathens, and 
cannot be doubted of, or denied by Chriſtians. This is a 
moſt weighty Conſideration, and which ought to have been 
duly attended to by all Men of Piety and Religion. For, 
with Shame and Concern muſt we own, that ſome, even of 

them, have been moſt unaccountably ſeduced to this Crime. 


Tuxxx is a particular Set of Men lately riſen amongſt 
us, to whoſe Piety and Morals I do not mean to object; nei- 
ther do I, know of any Tenet or Principle held among them, 
that encourages the Practice of Self- Murder; and yet the Com- 
miſſion of it has been too frequent and notorious among them. 
This ſeems to be owing to a Gloomineſs and Horror, which 
ſome Miſtakes in Religion have brought on their Mind; view- 
ing only the gloomy Side of Religion, they ſay to their own 
Hearts, as Joh moſt ſtrongly expreſſes it of himſelf, The Ar- 
rows of the Almighty are within me, the Poiſon whereof drinketh 
up my Spirit, the Terrors of God are ſet in Array againſt me : 

Thus terrified and affrighted, the Uſe of their Reaſon is in a 
great Degree taken from them, and, for the Sake of preſent 


5 | Relief 
Job vi. 4. 
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Relief from their horrid Miſery, they are driven into an Ac- 
tion, which they themſelves have not Principles to juſtify. 
Otherwiſe, it is impoſſible to account how the Dread of Dam- 
nation ſhould haſten Men into it, and make them willingly, 
and before their Time, ruſh into ae Fi ire Which they e. 
lieve is prepas d for them. 


Ler the 1 my V Brethren, of theſe "= ak Men 
make you cautious how you follow after new Teachers, and 
new Doctrines ; and be ye content to be ſaved, where verily, 
and by God's Grace, ye may be ſaved, in the Communion 1 in 
which ye were bred and baptized. 


AGAIN, thers is another Argument to prove the Sinfulneſs 

of Self-Murder ; and that is, that Actions are to be taken and 

conſidered, not only as they are in themſelves, but in the Con- 
Sequences which naturally follow and attend upon them. 


Tus, when we are ene not to murder any Man, 
it is not only on account of the Life of a particular Man, 
but of the Injury to Society; the Sorrow, Diſtreſs, and An- 


guiſh, which may A be brought on his Friends, Belg 
tions, and Family. | 


Tut ſame may be ſaid, much ſtronger, in relation to Self- 
Murder, Whatever Liberty and Power 'a Man may pretend to 
over himſelf, he has, ſurely, no Right to bring Diſgrace and 
| Sorrow on all with whom he is connected. Before a Man 
q commits this laſt raſh Action, he ſhould think on the aflict- 
| ed Friend, the mournful Widow, and the fatherleſs Family; 
the Tears, the Anguiſh, and Miſery of all thoſe who had a 


Right to his Love and Protection, | 


Bur 
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Bor I ſhall no longer inſiſt on this, ſince it cannot be well 

expected, that Men, who ſhew no Regard to themſelves, and 
. their own Souls, ſhould ſhew much to the Peace and vo TY 

neſs of their Friends, and Relations, 


Tazze is a Confderation of another Nature, which, if it 
were not for the wicked Corruption of the World, might have 
a ſtronger Effect on thoſe who purpoſe to be their own Exe- 
cutioners, and that is, the Penalty the Law * ſubjects them to. 


Wexz this Law duly executed, were Men ſure that they 
ſhould forfeit their Poſſeſſions by throwing away their Lives, 
I believe this horrid Crime would be in a great Meaſure pre- 
vented. But, alas! the contrary is almoſt ſure. Both Laws 
and Oaths are become nothing more, than vain and uſeleſs 
Words. Let a Man ſhew as much Thought and Contrivance 
in deſtroying his Life, as he could in preſerving it; let him 
do it with never ſo much Calmneſs and Deliberation, yet 
there will not be wanting a ſet of Men, who, after a formal 
Mock-Enquiry, will declare him a Lunatic, upon their Oaths. - 


IT hath, indeed, been ſaid, that when a Man deſtroys him- 
ſelf, he may be preſumed to have loſt his Senſes. But then, of 
what Uſe is the Law? And what is it that the Jury is called 
together to enquire into? The Truth is, they are called toge- 
ther to keep up the Formality, and to ſet aſide the Spirit and 
Intention of the Law; to receive, I am afraid, a ſtated Fee 
for a directed Verdict; in plain Words, to be bribed, and to 
be forſworn. 


Tuls, indeed, is to charge on them a high Degree of Wick- 
edneſs. But if it be true, it ought to be ſpoken, and if it 


* I am well informed, that in Scotland, where the Penalties on Self-Murder 
are impartially executed, the Crime is very rarely committed, 


E | | be 
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be not ſo, I would only aſk—How comes it to paſs, that no 
Man of Rank and Fortune was ever ſubjected to the Penalties 
of this Law, whilſt the poor miſerable Wretches, who do not 
leave Subſtance enough to pay for a Verdict, hardly ever ob- 
tain one in their Favour. If in theſe Caſes, any Degree of 
Compaſlion might be ſuppoſed to operate and prevail, even 
that is falſe and criminal, Men have nothing to do with 
Pity, when they are bound by Oath, to ſearch into Truth, 
and to execute Juſtice. Such Compaſſion is Tenderneſs to the 
Dead, and Cruelty to the Living ; who, if the Law was duly 
and impartially executed, and Examples of it viſibly ſet be- 
fore them, might, perhaps, be more effectually deterred from 
the Crime, than by any thing that can be urged to — either 

| a Reaſon or Religion. 


For too true it is, that Men "TeX more Regard to their 
. earthly periſhable Bodies, than to their precious and immortal 
Souls; and they ſhew much more Concern for their worldly 


Poſſeſſions, than for the Inheritance they might my here- 
after, | | 


Axp yot if it be duly conſidered, nay, if it be conſidered 
but for a Moment, of what Uſe or Profit is it for Men to 
eſcape the Penalty of human Laws, when they are till liable 
to the Inſpection of infinite Wiſdom, and have rendered them- 
ſelves obnofious to the Vengeance of infinite Power, that 
Wiſdom, which nothing can elude, — hat Juice, which nothing 
can eſcape? 


Tur perjured Juryman may exempt the Carcaſs from the 
Infamy, the Law would moſt juſtly inflict on it. The doubt- 
ing Clergyman may, and muſt, after ſuch a Verdict, obey 
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/ 
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the Law, and adminiſter Chriſtian Burial to the Wretch who 
has made a moſt unchriſtian End; —in vain, ſhamefully in 
vain, will it be ſaid, (as in our Office) that God has taken to 
himſelf the Soul of our departed: Brother, that Bom, which, 
without his Permiſſion, has ruſhed, overwhelmed with Sin and 
Pollution, into his Preſence—is trembling with Horror, and 
doomed to everlaſting Puniſhment with the Devil; at whoſe 
*Inſtigation, this, as well as all other Sorts of Murder, is, by 
our Law, juſtly ane to be en 


Tuts, I hope, may be ſufficient to thine the helm Sinfut- 
neſs of Self-Murder ; let me add a few Words to induce you 
to the Abhorrence of it.—I have laid before you the general 
Cauſes of it; if they can be removed, the dreadful Effect 
may be prevented. No Words, indeed, can be too much 
no Declarations too ſtrong againſt a Crime, which is not only 
common, but in a manner National among us. 


I the preſent Diſpoſitions of your Mind, you may iy pal 
think that you are incapable of committing - this horrid” Sin 
againſt God and yourſelves ; but take heed, and beware of 
the Steps that lead to it—watch over—guard againſt, and 
ſubdue thoſe Paſſions, which produce this miſerable End ; 
which generally, though perhaps Na oe: bring about 
this ſad Cataſtrophe. 


LEARN then, from hence, to check that Ertrag and 
Profuſion, which muſt produce Want, and all the Miſeries 
attending on it; ſuch as makes Life itſelf a State of Miſery, 
eſpecially to thoſe who have ſoftened themſelves in effeminate 
Luxury and Pleaſure ——Mortify, and bring down that Pride, 

and 


By the Coroner's Law. 
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and Ambition, which can admit of 20 Check, and will bear 9 
Diſappointment :-—Unreaſonable Turn of human Nature 
that can expect to live in this World, without Croſſes, Vexa- 
tion, and Diſappointment. Again, root out that Covetouſneſs, 
Which knows no End of Tins but that of heaping up Riches 
in Vain, 


FINALLY, ſubdue thoſe feſbly Luſts, which war againſt the Soul, 
which diſturb and diſtract it with various and violent Attacks 
and drive it at laſt from the Station, which it has not 
Strength enough to hold and maintain. And after all, if Mi- 
ſery and Affliction ſhould be your Portion—Truſt in, and 
ſubmit to Providence, whoſe Power 1s infinite, and whoſe 
Mercy is never- failing. Moſt humbly pray to God, to remove 
his Rod from you, or to give you Strength and Abilities to 
bear his Correction with Patience and Meekneſs; know:ng that 


it may work for you a Jar more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 
2 Cor. iv. 17. 


. LasTLy, as to the miſerable. and moſt pitiable Caſe of thoſe, 
who, through ſome Defects in their Conſtitution, or Miſtakes 
in Religion, are driven into Deſpair of God's Mercy,—the 
Moſk terrible State that a haman Mind can labour under— 
Let them make uſe of all the Help that Medicine can give to 
the Body, where many Times the wholg Diſtemper lies—And 
then, let them look upon God in the Character, under which 
he is every where repreſented in the New Teſtament, as the 
common Father of Mankind, who ſo loved the World, that He 
gave his only begotten Son, to that very End, that all that believe 
in Him ſkould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. Joh. iii. 16,— 
Let them often read and meditate upon thoſe Paſſages in the 
e where the Mercies of God are moſt fully ſet forth, 


and 
; A- . 
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and declared :—Particularly that Paſſage of St. John, (1 Joh. i bo”; 
9.) where it is declared, that if we confeſs, i. e. repent” of our 
Sins, God is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins: not only 
gracious and merciful ; but Faithful and juſt to pardon our 
Sins. — Which Words imply and contain in them a Promiſe, 
and a Covenant of Mercy and Forgiveneſs, to all them who 
with true Faith turn unto Him :=— A Promiſe, which cannot 
fail—a Covenant which cannot be broken; ſince God muſt 
be falſe to his Word, ſo often given, before He can reject thoſe 
from Mercy, who, with humble Hearts and ſincere Contri- 
tion, ſeek it from Him. | 


4 


THERE are not certainly greater, or more real Objects of 
Compaſſion, than thoſe who labour under a religious Melan- 
choly ; who believe, and who repent, without Hope or Con- 
ſolation. The Anguiſh they ſuffer, is beyond any bodily Pain 
—— The Terrors they undergo, are beyond any Thing that 
this World can inſpire. 


THEsE are the Men to whom I. would particularly addreſs NN 
myſelf ; and, therefore, if in the Midſt of their Miſery, they 
ſhould at any Time be tempted to put an End to it by de- 
ſtroying themſelves ; if any ſuch Thought ſhould enter into 
their Minds, —let me beſeech and conjure them, to diſcard it 
at once, — to look upon it, as it certainly is, as the Suggeſtion 
of Satan, —as the ſureſt Snare that he can lay for their Souls, 
—the Means, not only of drawing them into Perdition, but 
of bringing Diſgrace even upon Religion itſelf. 


ALL they, who thus unhappily turn what might be their 
greateſt Comfort, into their greateſt Torment, not only demand 
ou 
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our ſincereſt compaſſion, but they hape a Right alſo 18 our 
moſt fervent Prayers for em.— That it may therefore pleaſe 
Thee to comfort and help the Weak-hearted ;——to' raiſe up 
them that otherwiſe would fall; and, finally, to beat down 
Satan undes_thew- t. Bgerch Thee to Hear WS, "Gord 
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